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It was to these men that the thoughts of the conspirators turned. They were invited to Car-:h.age, and were received at the house of Lucilla. Various reasons were then discovered for ques-loning the validity of Cascilian's ordination, secundus maintained that a primate (the bishop )F Carthage being primate of the Proconsular province) should be ordained by a primate. But rie chief allegation was that the bishop who had aid hands on Cascilian, Felix of Aptunga, was a raditor. This was a serious point to raise, since t was then easy to spread the idea that an ordina-ion might be invalid if performed by an unworthy minister. Cascilian entered into communication vith the Numidian bishops, offering to come )efore them, for a discussion of the situation, and isking that at least they would ordain him them-jelves, if they held his ordination to be invalid, since he had been unanimously elected by the 3eople and clergy. Purpurius alone saw an idvantage in this offer ; ' let him be invited here,' :ie said in barbarous Latin, ' as if we were going -o ordain him, and we '11 smash his head in for nis trouble.' The other bishops had a rudimentary moral feeling, it appears, and they preferred to ignore Caecilian; moreover, the people,cture of the group, who play an important part in our schism, let me add that Purpurius and another bishop were also convicted of stealing silver cups and a quantity of vinegar from the pagan temple.'.
